
 

Dear Families, 

Happy New Year!  We hope that you enjoyed a relax-

ing holiday break.  With the New Year upon us and the 

start of a new semester right around the corner, we 

can capitalize on this opportunity to reenergize our 

students and help them start the year off focused on 

their academic progress through goal setting.  If you’re anything like us, you prob-

ably have a laundry list of New Year’s resolutions you would like to accomplish.  

Goal setting in the New Year shouldn’t be reserved for adults only.  Encourage 

your child to participate in goal setting to support his or her academic progress. 

John Hattie (2009), a well-known educational researcher, emphasizes the im-

portance of student goal setting.  His research suggests that when working with 

students, we should not simply encourage them to “do their best;” instead, we 

should help students set and master attainable goals.  When setting goals with 

students, consider the following steps: 

1. Decide on a specific goal 

2. Choose an end date that’s not too far off 

3. Break the goal down into smaller steps 

4. Check in with someone as you go 

We challenge you this New Year to help your child set meaningful goals and help 

monitor his or her progress until they have reached these goals.  We are excited 

to see the wonderful accomplishments our students earn this year! 

We hope you enjoy reading through the newsletter this month to learn more 

about the amazing things that have been going on in our school.  If you have any 

questions about our upcoming events or activities here at EIS, please feel free to 

contact me at any time at hgentry@essex.k12.va.us or 804-443-3040.  Thank you 

for partnering with us to make this a great 2018! 

Best regards, 

Heather Gentry 

Principal 
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The Snow Queen 
On December 1st and 2nd, the Essex Intermediate School Drama Club presented the play 

The Snow Queen for the public. The play told the story of young Kai (Jailin Washington) who is kid-

napped by the evil Snow Queen (Aviania Thompson). Kai's best friend Gerda (Jania Plummer) must 

enlist the help of her grandma (Andrea Jones), Kai's mother (Grace Atkins), the good witch 

(Kaileigh Sisson), and others (played by Amanda Hudgins, Chesley Brown, Luke Orlando, and 

Gracelynn West) to help save her friend. The cast was rounded out by actors Lauren Johnson, Josi-

ah Lincoln, Nagela Richards, Danayshia Johnson, Phoebe Moore, and Bridgette Courtney.  The part 

of the narrator was played by Ainsley Atkins.  Assisting throughout the production were Jalynn 

Plummer, Haylee Ferrell, Abigail Chandler, and 

Taylor Jackson. 

The stage manager and assistant director 

was 7th grader Endia Ross, who says the play 

was an experience she'll never forget. 7th grade 

EIS English teacher Whittney Hooks directed the 

production, and was extremely pleased with the 

community support. "We had a huge audience, 

and I am so proud to see that support for these 

hardworking students," Hooks stated.  

Save the Date for the EIS Spelling Bee! 

We are very excited to host an all-school spelling bee at EIS on Tuesday, Janu-

ary 9th at 6:00 PM in the Essex Intermediate School cafeteria.  All of our stu-

dents participated in classroom spelling contests, and the top spellers from 

each grade level qualified to move on to our school spelling bee.  The winner 

of our school spelling bee will move on to the regional spelling bee in Rich-

mond, VA!  Please come out on 

January 9th at 6:00 to support our 

students as they compete for the 

title of Essex Intermediate School 

Spelling Bee Champion!   



 Students of the Month 

 
 

Each month, students from each grade level are nominated by the EIS staff for exhibiting our be-

havioral expectations and going above and beyond at our school.  From these nominations, our 

staff members choose a boy and a girl to be the “Student of the Month” for that month.  For the 

month of December we recognized the following students as our PBIS Students of the Month: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each month we invite the family members of our students of the month to eat lunch with their chil-

dren on the stage in the cafeteria as a special recognition for their achievement.  We look forward 

to recognizing the Students of the Month for January soon! 

Fourth Grade– Symijah Rivas and 

Justin Durvin 

Fifth Grade– Hunter Byrd and 

Madison Davis 

Sixth Grade– Savannah Francis and 

Brandon Boughton 

Seventh Grade– Jason Burrell and 

Madison Akers 



National Junior Honor Society 

Essex Intermediate School held an induction ceremony on December 13, 2017 for the 
National Junior Honor Society. The National Junior Honor Society is the nation's top 
honor organization established to recognize outstanding middle level students. 19 stu-
dents in grades seven and eight were inducted into the Essex Chapter of NJHS this 
year. According to the sponsor, Marcie Canada, this year’s applicants were very im-
pressive and exemplified the high standards the organization stand for. In order to be 
considered a candidate in the Essex Intermediate chapter of NJHS, students are first 
selected based on their GPA 3.0 or higher while in sixth and seventh grade. Students 
must then demonstrate excellence in the areas of service, leadership, character, and 
citizenship. Following the ceremony, students and their guests enjoyed light refresh-
ments to celebrate their achievement.   

2017-2018 NJHS Inductees  

 

1. Keimya Corbin 

2. Mykiah Dotson 

3. Haylee Ferrell 

4. Amari Garner 

5. Anaijah Greene 

6. Aniyah Greene 

7. Laila Gwathmey 

8. Kenedi Hence 

9. Matthew Herring 

10. Amanda Hudgins 

11. Tamiya Johnson 

12. Payton Jones 

13. Haley Martin 

14. Asia Murray 

15. Endia Ross 

16. Janay Segar 

17. Kaileigh Sisson 

18. Shaneyra Smith 

19. Mason Swann 



 

Read and Roll Program! 

Reading is fun!  Sports are fun!  You can do both for free!  A library card is free and you can read your way  onto 

a Parks and Recreation team.  Just sign up for the Read and Roll Challenge.  If you read enough you will get to 

participate in Indoor Soccer for free!  Entry forms are available in the EIS front office.   

Here’s what you do:   

1) Pick up  a check sheet in the EIS front office. 

2) Show that you or your family have a library card. 

3) Earn AR points at your school and create book reviews to share with your school and your library.   

 *Grades 5-8, earn five points and write two book reviews or earn eight points and write one book re-

 view. 

4)     Attend your school’s AR event. 

5) Turn in Check Sheet at the Essex County Parks and Recreation Department or the Essex Public Library. 

6) Send a thank you to the sponsor who paid your way onto the team. 

Save the Date– 6th and 7th Grade Parent Involvement Event-

Wednesday, January 24th 

We hope all of our 6th and 7th grade families will join us for our winter 

parent involvement event on January 24th!  Students who have re-

turned their permission slips will stay after school with their teachers 

to work on homework and complete a fun Science experiment.  Par-

ents are asked to join us at 4:30 for the winter family involvement por-

tion of the evening.  Permission slips will be coming home in January 

with more information.  We hope to see you there! 



News from the EIS Library………………. 
P A G E  6  

What’s Happening @ the Library?  
Happy New Year EIS Families!  I hope that everyone enjoyed a restful and relaxing 
break and is ready to start the year off with a “just right for me” book.  That won’t 
be hard for our students as our library continues to receive new books and maga-
zines on a monthly basis!  All students will enjoy the exciting graphic novels, popular 
fiction, and informative non-fiction selections. I am also happy to announce that our 
library has circulated well over 3,000 items since the school year began.  Way to go 
EIS readers!! 
 
New Furniture 
Our library strives to create a learning environ-
ment in which students can comfortably read, re-
lax, enjoy games, and socialize.  Over the last 
couple of years, we have added student rockers, 
a full size futon, and a high top table with chairs 
to our library to create an innovative and inviting 
space.  Last month we also added two very cool 
“jupiter stools.”  The students really seem to en-
joy the new seating area! 
 
Found Poetry 
Recently our seventh grade students experimented 
with found poetry.  During their visit, the students 
were asked to brainstorm a theme for their poems 
such as music, sports, romance, or fantasy. They 
used the theme to guide them to find titles located 
on the spines of fiction books, to generate original 
works of poetry.  Later during the lesson, they cut 
out words, phrases, and pictures from magazines to 
create thoughtful and amazing collage poems. Their 
teacher, Mrs. Hooks was thrilled with their work and placed their poetry out in the 
hallway for the school to enjoy!  
Good Times in the Library 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Happy Reading,                                                                   
Ms. Weeden                                       

Don’t forget to follow us on Instagram 

@latanyaweeden  

I can be contacted at 443-1453  

After completing an assignment, 
students relax with a fun game of 
Trouble! 

Raven Burton enjoys 
a good book while 
seated at our café 
table! 

Teachers Mrs. Magee, Mrs. Hooks, 
and Ms. Canada, stop by before school 
for a quick snack! 



An Update From Our Literacy and Curriculum Coaches 

Advice for parents from teachers and literacy coaches 

1. Understand what kind of learner your child is. 

Does he need silence to concentrate? Then make sure the TV is not on when he is studying. Provide an 

appropriate learning environment at home. 

2. Stay engaged with your child and her teachers. 

Be proactive. Don’t wait until the first report card. Make sure you know what is expected of your child 

and that he is meeting the teacher’s expectations. If you wait for the report card, it may be too late. If 

your school has an online grading system that you can access, make sure you log on frequently to see 

how your child is doing. 

3. Create a college-going culture at home. 

Emphasize that you expect your child will go to college.  

4. Model good reading habits. 

If your child sees you reading, then he will be more likely to become a reader, too.  

5. Subscribe to a newspaper and encourage your children to read it. 

This is so important for students, especially now with so much information only available in sound bites 

and on the web. Newspapers provide more detail and background and help make connections between 

what appear to be disparate bits of info. Also, reading the paper enhances comprehension in several 

expository genres. 

6. Visit places where books and learning are important — libraries, used and new bookstores. 

(Visit them on vacations, too.) 

7. Talk to your kids about what they are learning. 

You don’t need to always talk to them about grades, just actual content.  

8. Encourage reading everywhere. 

Bring along books in the car, at the doctor’s office, etc.  

9. Get them reading the classics. 

If the middle school novels they read in class are weak choices, get them classics and read with them, 

especially older books with more complex sentence structure. Try  A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dick-

ens, Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte, or Robinson Crusoe by Daniel DeFoe. 

Laura Hendrick, a literacy coach in Santa Rosa, CA advises: 

“Kids may try to push you away in middle school but they still need you. Be firm; establish accountabil-

ity measures. I haven’t seen a case where a student didn’t need parental support in middle school both 

academically and emotionally.” 



An Update From Our Math Coach 
M.C. Escher was a Dutch graphic artist who lived from 1898 to 1972 and made mathematically in-
spired woodcuts, lithographs, and mezzotints. Examples of his work are:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Escher often used the mathematical idea of tessellations in his works. One type of tessellation occurs 
when a figure can be rotated around a central point without overlaps or gaps. We see examples of tes-

sellations in bathroom tiles, bee hives and soccer balls. If this interests you, try making an M.C. Esch-
er-inspired tessellation. 

Start with a paper square…  

I cut this one out of an index card.  

Then cut out part of one side, slide it to the opposite side and tape it there. 

 

 

 

 

 

Now trace the shape. Then line up the sides and trace again and again…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lastly, decide what your tessellation looks like. Mine looked like a school of fish! Draw some details 
and color.  

 

 

 

If you find this interesting, ask your ask your math or art teacher about tessellations. 

  

Drawing Hands 1948 and Sky and Water 1 1938 
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A Spotlight on Our New Teachers! 
Each month in our newsletter we will spend time introducing our families to the new 
teachers we have at EIS.  To accomplish this goal, some of our student authors will com-
pose articles for you to read as a way to get better acquainted with our new faculty members.  
These student authors will spend time interviewing our new teachers, then they will compose an ar-
ticle with information highlighting these faculty members.  We hope you enjoy their compositions! 
 
Ms. Kimberly Mulligan 
Hello, we are the 6th and 7th grade newsletter club, and we would like to introduce you to a new teacher at 
EIS.  Her name is Ms. Mulligan.  She decided to become a teacher when she was in 5th grade.  She started 
teaching Geography and Special Education for two years.  Then, she taught Math and Science.   
 
She went to King’s College in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania.  She was a cheerleader and ran track and field.  She 
grew up in Pennsylvania.  This is her 7th year teaching.  The schools she taught at were Lancaster Middle, 
Tappahannock Elementary, and now she teaches here at EIS.   
 
Her favorite hobbies when she’s not in school are painting and running.  Her birthday is on January 19th.  She 
wanted to teach at EIS because her passion is teaching 5th grade.  She wants us to know that she loves to 
teach people to use music and she tries to incorporate it into each lesson she teaches.   
 
Ms. Sara Rosen: 
Hello, we are the 6th and 7th grade newsletter club, and we would like to introduce you to Ms. Rosen.  Dur-

ing her freshman year of college she decided to be an art teacher.  She went to Virginia Commonwealth Uni-

versity.  She grew up in New Jersey, but she moved to Virginia for college and decided to stay here since she 

loves living near Richmond.   

This is her first year teaching, and she is having a great first year at EIS!  She student taught in Hanover Coun-

ty and Henrico County.  During her free time, she loves doing art projects, spending time with friends and 

family, and her cat Bell.  Her birthday is February 27th.   

She wanted to teach at EIS because when she was interviewing here, she felt like it would be a great place to 

teach.  Right away she could tell that this had a very special and supportive atmosphere.  We are happy she is 

here with us at EIS! 

Updates from our Student Council Association (By Andrew Lewis) 

The SCA will be having a spirit day when we return from break.  We want to wish all of the spelling bee partic-

ipants good luck in the upcoming spelling bee!  We hope everyone has a happy holiday! 

 


